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Report  on  Armenian  Orphans. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

IN  reviewing  the  past  year’s  work  we  have  cause  for  much 
thankfulness.  Although  there  has  been  great  suffering  in 
many  parts  of  Asia-Minor,  which  has  afresh  called  forth  our 
sympathy  and  pity  for  a  people  whose  sorrows  seem  never-ending, 
yet  the  privilege  of  being  the  almoners  of  Christian  friends  in 
England  to  their  need  is  a  joy  for  which  we  are  indeed  grateful, 
and  for  which  we  offer  our  contributors  most  heartfelt  thanks. 

The  orphanages  under  our  care  have  continued  very  much  as 
when  last  reported  on.  In  Malatia  some  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  children,  and  at  Had  jin  (a  new  centre  of  operation  for  us) 
we  have  undertaken  the  support  for  awhile  of  fifty  of  the  orphans 
already  under  the  American  Mission,  at  £3  each  per  annum,  which 
is  the  lowest  rate  we  have  ever  heard  of  for  the  support  of  a  human 
being.  Otherwise  there  are  no  changes ;  and,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  extracts  given  later  in  the  Report  from  letters  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  stations,  all  goes  well  everywhere  with  the  little  people, 
such  universal  prosperity  speaking  loudly  as  to  the  wise  and  loving 
care  exercised  over  the  children,  not  only  by  the  Missionaries  who 
supervise  the  work,  but  by  the  native  superintendents  and  helpers. 

It  is  generally  known  that  this  blessed  orphanage  work  has 
not  been  unchallenged  however  by  those  who  are  afraid  of  the 
children  becoming  proselytised  by  the  missionary  influences  around 
them.  Four  orphanages  were  closed  during  the  winter  by  order 
of  the  Sultan  (neither  of  them  under  our  care,  though  two  were 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Harpoot  Missionaries,  with  whom  we 
are  in  close  co-operation).  The  danger,  however,  threatened  all 
equally,  and  we,  with  the  representatives  of  other  agencies  working 
for  Armenian  orphans,  made  every  effort  in  our  power  to  secure  a 
reversion  of  this  cruel  policy,  which  we  are  thankful  to  say  has 
been  obtained. 

On  April  12th,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Brodrick,  the 
Under-Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  informed  Mr.  F.  Stevenson 
that  a  despatch  had  been  received  from  the  British  Ambassador  at 
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Constantinople  reporting  that  as  the  result  of  the  repeated  repre¬ 
sentations  to  the  Porte  orders  have  been  sent  to  the  local  authorities 
to  allow  the  orphanages  at  Palu,  Chunkush,  and  Diarbekir  to  be 
re-opened. 

Thus  we  breathe  freely  again,  but  not  without  being  well 
aware  that  the  enemy  is  waiting  in  ambush  and  that  we  must  ever 
keep  on  our  guard  against  a  fresh  attack.  Even  in  England  attempts 
have  been  made  to  poison  the  public  mind  against  the  orphanage 
work  by  baseless  charges  of  proselytism,  as  if  it  were  worse  for 
children  to  be  under  evangelical  influences  than  starving  in  the 
streets  or  brought  up  as  Moslems  in  Turkish  households ! 

The  special  suffering  which  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Armenia 
this  winter  has  not  come  so  much  from  either  Turk  or  Kurd  as 
from  the  hand  of  Nature,  which  has  punished  all  three  nationalities 
this  time,  but  the  Armenians  the  most  severely,  because  they  were 
the  poorest.  The  wheat  and  barley  crops  failed  nearly  everywhere, 
and  the  prices  went  up  to  four  and  five  times  that  which  is  normal, 
producing  great  distress  and  famine. 

Around  Van  numbers  of  villages  were  in  semi-starvation,  and 
in  others  actual  death  took  place  from  want  of  food :  at  one  village 
twenty-two  deaths  took  place  ;  of  these  several  were  suicidal,  “some 
casting  themselves  into  the  lake,  and  others  hanging  themselves  to 
escape  their  misery.”  In  February  Dr.  Paynolds  reports:  “Probably 
12,000  souls  without  food.  One  penny  a  day  for  barley  sufficient 
for  one  person.  Numbers  will  greatly  increase  for  three  months.” 
Since  then  we  have  heard  of  this  great  increase,  and  in  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Paynolds  just  to  hand,  he  tells  of  thousands  of  persons  subsisting 
on  grass  or  flax  seed  and  green  food,  such  as  thistles,  which  barely 
keeps  them  alive,  and  leaves  them  without  strength  for  work.  All 
the  money  that  can  be  reserved  after  the  bare  needs  of  existence 
have  been  met,  is  set  aside  by  the  .people  to  be  used  for  seed-corn, 
in  hopes  of  the  next  harvest,  but  even  at  the  best  this  will  not  be 
more  than  one-fifth  the  normal  amount  in  some  of  the  worse-stricken 
localities.  Erom  Bitlis  came,  dated  February  18,  one  of  the  most 
harrowing  accounts  which  we  have  had,  not  so  much  on  account  of 
the  number  of  persons  suffering,  though  that  was  great,  as  the 
class  of  society  involved,  including  valuable  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Here  are  two  cases  mentioned  by  Dr.  Cole,  date  Feb¬ 
ruary  1 8  th  : 

“One  Asdavadour,  and  son,  in  Makouk  village,  an  hour  and  a  half  below 
this  city  have  perished  from  starvation.  The  father  and  son  had  managed  to 
keep  the  wolf  from  the  door  until  the  deep  snow  came  by  gathering  brush- 


# 


5 


wood  and  taking-  it  into  town  to  sell,  but  when  that  failed  they  both  perished, 
leaving-  a  large  destitute  family  of  little  children . 

“  I  learn  from  the  Deacon  of  our  Church  here  in  Bitlis,  that  his  own 
brother-in-law,  Simon  Avedissian,  died  from  starvation  this  last  week,  and 
his  aged  mother  went  in  the  same  way  only  a  few  days  before.  Simon  had 
been  a  successful  shoemaker  in  Constantinople  for  years,  but  like  thousands 
of  others  was  exiled  from  that  city  to  this,  his  native  city,  where  for  these 
two  years  he  has  tried  to  eke  out  an  existence,  though  if  he  got  work  at  all, 
he  could  only  make  2d.  a  day  in  place  of  living  as  a  master  workman  at  the 
capital.  Not  able  to  pay  rent  he  had  to  take  up  a  cold  corner  in  the  street, 
and  continued  a  hopeless  struggle  for  existence  until  death  seemed  his  only 
portion.  The  deacon  helped  his  brother  as  far  as  he  could  and  tried  to  take 
up  a  collection  in  the  market  for  him,  but  so  modest  and  shrinking  was  the 
man  that  he  would  put  a  stop  to  it  if  he  could.  When  his  mother  was  buried 
he  was  too  faint  from  want  of  food  to  attend  the  funeral,  but  only  spoke  of 
being  ill,  and  died  shortly  afterward,  leaving  a  wife,  a  daughter  of  nine 
years  and  a  baby  boy  of  seven  months.” 

On  hearing  of  these  cases  (as  Mr.  Cole  feared  that  others 
would  follow)  we  immediately  telegraphed  £100  for  the  relief  of 
special  cases  of  this  kind. 

The  existing  distress  in  many  of  the  centres  where  we  are 
working  is  accentuated  by  the  drift  into  the  towns  of  numbers  who 
have  escaped  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Kourds  in  the  villages  and 
outlying  districts.  The  following  is  a  free  translation  of  a  letter 
which  recently  reached  one  of  our  most  valued  helpers : 

“  Most  Honorable  and  Compassionate  Father, 

“  Trusting  to  your  well-known  forbearance,  to  your  Evangelical  con¬ 
descension  and  especially  to  your  uprightness  as  well  as  pity,  we  humbly 
submit  the  following : 

‘As  natives  of  Derzin  village,  sanjak  of  S’ert,  during  the  disturbances  of 
’95,  the  Kourds  forced  us  to  change  our  religion,  and  for  nearly  two  years  we 
lived  under  the  semblance  of  their  co-religionists,  though  in  secret  we  kept 
up  our  prayers  as  Christians,  baptised  our  children,  etc. 

‘  But  little  by  little  the  Kourds  began  to  press  their  demands  in  religious 
matters,  circumcised  some  of  our  males,  both  adults  and  children  ;  they  wished 
our  daughters  in  marriage,  and  even  gave  order  that  brothers  should  take 
their  sisters-in-law.  Not  able  to  endure  these  things  longer  we  resolved  to 
risk  our  lives  and  so  fled  by  night,  leaving  all  our  cattle,  sheep,  furniture,  etc., 
if  but  we  might  be  free  to  worship  G-od  according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own 
consciences.  It  was  thus  we  came  to  Bitlis  city  in  1897.  From  that  time  we 
have  sought  such  work  as  was  available,  but  could  not  have  lived  only  that 
help  from  relief  has  been  rendered  us  from  time  to  time.  Would  that  we 
might  have  enough  so  we  might  eat  dry  bread  even  once  to  sufficiency !  We  have 
no  houses,  furniture,  bedding,  etc.  We  are  crowded  into  dismal,  damp,  lower- 
story  quarters  in  this  town  where  our  beds,  covering,  and  clothing  are  the 
same  old  “worn-out”  rags  we  had  on  our  backs  when  we  fled — this  and 
nothing  more !  Here  curled  into  corners  with  no  fuel  for  warmth,  or  candle 
for  light,  we  watch  for  the  morning — pass  the  days  as  if  all  were  Lent-hungry 
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and  uncared  for,  waiting  for  death !  The  Kourds  of  the  town  knowing  of  us 
are  enemies,  so  we  dare  not  venture  out  upon  the  mountains  in  search  of  fuel, 
lest  they  kill  us !  Thus  we  are  in  straits  on  every  hand.  What  are  we  to  do 
in  such  conditions  to  hold  our  young  people  we  rescued  to  their  faith  and  our 
holy  religion !  Hence  in  utter  sorrow  and  discouragement  we  fall  at  your 
compassionate  feet,  and  beg  that  at  least  you  grant  us  rations  from  the 
bakeries  as  you  are  doing  to  others.’  ” 

44  March  16£7i,  1899.”  “  Signed  by  the  Chief  Men.” 

On  the  29th  of  March  Mr.  Cole  wrote  to  us  as  follows : 

“  Prof,  and  Mrs  J.  Rkndel  Harris. 

“  Dear  Friends, 

“  Since  Mrs.  Cole  wrote  Mrs.  Harris  in  answer  to  her 
kind  letter,  to  books  sent,  etc.,  L.Stg.100  for  relief,  and  £250  for  orphans 
have  reached  us.  God  bless  you,  dear  friends,  and  all  the  kind  donors,  whoever 
they  may  be  ! 

“  The  intense  suffering  about  us  (the  greatest  we  have  ever  seen  in  T.) 
has  thrust  us  right  into  relief  work  again,  much  as  we  wished  to  be  spared 
this  service  of  tables  in  order  to  pursue  our  work  proper.  Still  as  our  blessed 
Master  was  the  one  to  tell  his  disciples  ‘  Give  ye  them  to  eat,’  it  must  be  we 
are  in  the  line  of  our  duty  in  seeking  to  save  life.  We  are  already 
feeding  from  two  bakeries  here  inmates  of  400  houses,  or  about  2,000 
souls,  while  we  are  giving  out  to  some  twenty  villages  where  there 
is  great  distress.  Pitiful  cases  come  to  light — some  trying  to  subsist  on 
plainest  sour  krout,  some  on  greens  dried  in  the  autumn,  others  by  depo¬ 
siting  dishes,  etc.,  from  the  home  at  the  bakery  as  pawns  for  bread  ;  others 
tearing  down  cupboards,  or  other  parts  of  their  dwellings  to  sell  for  a  little 
more  bread  ere  they  die.  Beginning  writing  for  funds  soon  after  we  reached 
here,  in  view  of  the  obvious  condition  of  things,  there  has  come  to  us 
(including  yours)  T.L.440,  making  in  hand  a  little  over  £500.  The  ladies  have 
been  doling  out  to  special  cases  nearly  all  the  time  of  my  absence.  Still  two 
or  three  here  and  as  many  in  a  near  village  seem  to  have  starved  ere  we  were 
informed  of  the  danger  (for  we  dared  not  launch  much  of  a  work  till  funds 
were  in  hand  to  warrant  it). 

“  We  fear  to  hear  from  more  distant  regions  that  have  been  shut  out  from 
us  owing  to  very  deep  snows — upwards  of  twelve  feet  of  it  having  fallen 
here.  We  have  sent  men  two  days  away  to  make  distribution  in  four  or  five 
villages  where  rumor  has  it  a  few  have  starved,  but  of  this  I  am  not  sure. 

44  Alas  for  the  general  discouragement  that  settles  like  a  pall  over  all  the 
Christians,  even  creeping  in  among  those  ‘of  the  household  of  faith.’  When 
we  are  putting  forth  every  energy,  if  not  incurring  risk  to  health  and  life, 
and  labouring  so  hard  to  keep  them  alive,  some  who  are  annoyed  at  being 
run  upon  by  such  as  want  tickets,  say  ‘  Would  the  money  had  not  come  ! 
Let  them  die ;  if  God  does  nothing  to  change  conditions,  better  that  they 
die  and  get  out  of  it  than  lengthen  out  this  living  death  !  ’  etc.  However, 
our  duty  is  plain  under  the  conditions,  and  4  where  the  Saviour  leads  we 
will  follow,’  etc.  You  pray  for  us  we  know  and  for  the  poor  disheartened 
people.  But  enough  of  these  sombre  things,  coming  from  the  situation 
and  not  from  us,  please. 

44  Our  deep  snow  (largely  limited  to  this  near  mountain  region)  is 
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already  so  far  gone  that  fresh  greens  will  soon  appear  to  help  the  little 
hungry  ones.  But  it  seems  a  hopeless  case  to  think  of  getting  these  Christians 
upon  their  feet  again  so  that  they  can  live  without  outside  aid,  under  present 
conditions.  Taxation  is  most  rigid  even  where  villages  have  been  plundered 
four  or  five  times,  as  is  the  case  with  some  near  the  lake-shore  (among  them 
one  of  our  people’s)  whose  prospective  harvest  hoped  for  in  six  months,  has 
been  largely  mortgaged  to  raise  money  for  taxes  and  a  morsel  of  bread  to  keep 
them  alive.  The  200  oxen  given  by  the  English  Consul  were  long  since 
carried  off  (mostly  by  Kurds),  and  the  Consul  became  too  much  discouraged 
and  disgusted  with  further  attempts  at  relief  in  any  form  to  try  to  get  up 
more  funds  before  he  left  late  this  last  year. 

“  I  hope  ere  many  weeks  to  go  to  the  Moush  part  of  our  field  for  our 
missionary  work  proper,  and  to  look  after  our  Sassounian  Branch  Orphanage, 
concerning  which  I  shall  have  more  to  say  if  I  can  find  the  time. 

“  We  three  join  in  cordial  greetings  to  you  and  friends. 

“  Sincerely  yours, 

“R.  M.  COLE.” 

From  Mardin  the  appeal  for  money  for  food  was  very  urgent, 
Dr.  Andrus  describing  the  actual  suffering  from  want  of  food  as 
intense.  They  could  only  give  five  piasters  per  head  per  month — 
that  is,  about  a  shilling  to  each  person  relieved,  and  in  February 
out  of  1,531  persons  on  the  books  for  aid,  only  861  could  be  thus 
barely  supported.  To  this  centre  we  have  sent  £200. 

From  Zeitoon  we  heard  through  Rev.  F.  W.  Macallitm,  of 
Marash.  He  says,  writing  to  Constantinople,  February  14th: 

“I  send  you  herewith  a  translation  of  a  letter  just  received  to-day  from 
the  Church  Committee  in  Zeitoon — all  trustworthy  men. 

“‘We  could  not  endure  the  sight  of  the  misery  we  have  seen  in  Zeitoon 
during  these  days,  so  were  compelled  to  write  to  you.  The  streets  of  Zeitoon 
are  full  of  hungry  men  from  the  surrounding  villages.  Their  hunger  is 
clearly  seen  in  their  faces.  We  reckon  (and  we  do  not  exaggerate)  that  1,000 
of  the  people  of  Zeitoon  and  2,500  people  of  the  surrounding  villages  are 
without  food.  A  month  from  now  these  numbers  will  be  doubled ;  two 
months  later  it  will  be  still  worse.  We  are  afraid  to  think  what  this 
condition  will  be.  Besides  being  hungry  these  men  are  idle.  Our  desire  is,  if 
possible,  to  give  them  work.  We  thought  it  our  duty  to  inform  you  of 
these  facts.’” 

In  response  we  sent  £300. 

Next  to  the  urgency  of  the  demand  for  food  is  that  for 

SEED-CORN 

for  the  next  harvest.  And  from  everywhere  the  same  cry  is  heard : 
“  Give  us  money  for  seed-corn,  and  we  will  go  without  everything 


8 


else,  except  just  enough  food  to  preserve  life.”  In  answer  to  these 
appeals  we  have  sent  money  to  Yan  and  Sivas,  and  hope  to  be  able 
to  send  more  while  these  pages  are  in  the  press. 

From  Sivas  Mrs.  Perry  writes  on  March  8th,  in  regard  to  a 
contribution  which  we  sent : 

“  The  SOL.stg.  will  probably  go  for  seed  to  the  villagers  who  had  almost 
no  harvest  last  year,  or  none  at  all.  The  villagers  from  a  number  of  places 
are  pleading  for  help  of  this  kind.  This  year  we  hope  to  send  a  man  of 
business  ability  and  thoroughly  evangelistic  spirit  to  do  the  distributing,  so 
that  he  may  sow  the  good  seed  of  the  Word  of  God  at  the  same  time.” 

And  from  Constantinople  Mr.  W.  Peet  writes  by  Mr.  Heizer : 

“  Constantinople ,  April  12th,  1899. 

“Dear  Prof.  Harris, 

“Your  welcome  telegram  of  yesterday’s  date  announcing  ‘£200 
for  seed-corn  ”  came  to  hand  this  morning,  and  was  immediately  repeated  on 
to  Dr.  Raynolds  at  Yan  by  telegram.  His  recent  letters  indicate  that  the 
price  of  seed-corn  is  rising  steadily,  and  the  quicker  these  important  sums  are 
placed  in  his  hands  the  more  he  will  be  able  to  do  with  them.  With  many 
thanks  and  very  kind  regards, 

“  Yours  truly, 

“  W.  W.  PEET,  Treasurer. 

(“Heizer.”) 
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ORPHAN  GIRLS  AT  WORK 


REPORT  ON  ORPHANAGES. 


OUEFA. 

Money  forwarded  for  support  of  Orphans,  £250.  Acknowledged  by  Mr.  Peet, 

August  31st,  1898. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  this  orphan¬ 
age,  though  on  account  of  the  very  high  prices  of  food  the  rate  of 
board  for  the  children  has  been  slightly  higher  than  before.  Miss 
Shattuck  says : — 

“  Rice  and  butter,  also  coal,  are  unusually  high . We  are  thankful  for 

an  unusually  good  degree  of  health  in  our  Homes.  The  children  are  growing 
rapidly,  and  eat  as  growing  children  do.  They  are  as  a  whole  doing  well  in 

study . The  harmony  here  continues  (that  is  between  Gregorians  and 

Protestants,  concerning  the  up-bringing  of  the  children),  and  school  and 
orphan  interests  run  smoothly,  though  not  without  genuine  care  and  Christian 
consideration  when  trifles  coming  up  might  upset  the  happy  state.  We  desire 
your  continued  prayers  for  wisdom,  we  cannot  look  ahead  or  back,  but  feel 
pressed  along  by  the  duties  and  precious  opportunities  of  the  present.  We 
look  up  for  guidance,  and  the  Lord  peculiarly  helps.” . 

She  also  adds: 

“I  remember  the  promise  made  was  for  five  years’  support . I  entreat 

that  you  make  every  effort  to  hold  the  patrons  for  the  time  that  is  necessary 
to  get  the  girls  to  marriageable  state  or  self-support.” 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  us  by  one  of  the 
older  girls,  on  behalf  of  the  rest,  telling  of  their  holiday  time : 

“After  the  schools  were  closed  we  remained  in  our  Harris  Home,  and  the 
larger  girls  went  to  work  in  the  handkerchief  department,  but  we  in  the  Home 
knit  stockings  and  sewed  dresses  and  studied  one  hour  each  day  and  played... 

. By  the  Lord’s  help  we  passed  our  weeks  very  pleasantly,  and  one  day 

Miss  Chambers  (the  American  missionary  lady  now  associated  with  Miss 
Shattuck)  took  us  to  Garmooch,  and  we  spent  the  whole  day  in  the  gardens 

and  vineyards . We  are  very  thankful  to  Miss  Chambers  and  also  to  you 

because  you  help  take  care  of  us,  and  try  in  every  way  to  make  us  good  and 
useful.  All  in  our  Home  send  salaams  to  you.” 

Miss  Chambers  adds  : 

“  They  pray  for  you  every  night,  and  in  our  Sabbath  evening  meetings 
they  always  speak  of  your  kindness  among  the  many  things  they  have  to  be 
thankful  for.” 

MALATIA. 

Money  forwarded  for  support  of  Orphans,  £250.  Acknowledged  by  Mr.  Peet, 
August  9th,  1898.  For  fitting  up  of  Orphans’  Homes,  £50.  Ac¬ 
knowledged  November  30th,  1898.  For  support  of  Orphans  £250. 
Acknowledged  March  4th,  1899. 
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Since  our  last  Report  the  two  houses  have  been  fitted  up  and 
.opened  for  the  hoys’  and  girls’  homes — fifty  orphans  in  each ;  and 
for  the  fitting  up  of  each  establishment  £50  was  given.  Of  the 
second  instalment  Miss  Bush  writes  : 

“  Please  accept  our  sincere  and  deep  gratitude  for  another  £50  for  fur¬ 
nishing1  the  Orphanages.  This  is  much  needed.  I  take  it  for  granted  that 
you  do  not  wish  a  detailed  account  of  how  the  first  £50  was  spent,  hut 
only  to  know  that  it  was  lovingly  and  gratefully  used,  right  on  the  spot,  and 
dealt  out  by  my  own  hands . One  of  the  deacons  of  the  church  is  House¬ 

father  of  the  Boys  Home,  and  his  wife  the  Mother.  They  have  helpers  and 
the  boys  seem  well  dressed,  neat,  and  happy.  They  all  go  to  school.  There 
is  an  abundance  of  water  and  fine  trees  on  the  place  where  the  boys  live,  and 

well  may  they  grow  fat  and  tall  and  strong. . The  Girls’  Home  is  far 

down  town.  The  pastor’s  daughter  is  House-mother — a  most  efficient  eco¬ 
nomical  young  woman,  whose  name  is  Mariam.  Her  husband  and  young  son 
were  killed  in  the  massacre.  She  has  an  assistant,  a  Gregorian,  named  Hal- 

loon . The  girls  are  many  of  them  very  pretty  and  pleasing.  The  girls 

do  housework  and  also  attend  a  Protestant  school  close  by.” 

We  close  tbe  account  of  Malatia  with  a  letter  to  Dr.  Barnum 
from  the  House-father  of  the  boys’  Orphanage.  The  English  is 
unique,  but  graphic,  and  the  letter  evidently  from  the  heart. 

“  Malatia ,  Feb.  20th,  1899. 

“  Most  Worthy  of  Honor,  Dr.  Barnum. 

“Benevolent  Sir, 

“  Already  I  well  know  your  good  motive  in  earnestly 
questioning  us,  and  especially,  your  desire  for  the  Christian,  noble,  and  sweet 
shining  of  the  soul  and  its  growth,  and  that  you  have  set  your  heart  upon 
this,  day  and  night.  Therefore,  I  will  endeavour  to  make  known  to  you  the 
usefulness  of  the  prayer-meeting  held  by  our  orphans,  and  their  loving, 
earnest  Christian  feelings. 

“  Beginning  with  the  week  of  Prayer  at  the  New  Year,  special  Christian 
subjects  were  spoken  about  every  night  and  morning,  and  the  boys  prayed 
sweetly.  The  subjects  for  each  day  were  written,  and  hung  upon  the  wall. 
I  send  you  these  subjects,  knowing  that  you  will  rejoice  as  did  we. 

“  I  am  glad  to  tell  you  also,  that,  when  at  Christmas,  the  boys  went  to 
the  homes  at  which  they  had  lived,  and  staid  there  for  two  days,  on  their  re¬ 
turn  to  us,  the  relatives  and  friends  expressed  their  gratitude,  and  encouraged 
us.  They  were  grateful  for  the  good  moral  influence  exerted  upon  the  boys, 
for  the  great  change  seen  in  their  manners  and  morals.  The  same  week 
Priest  Elisha  came  to  the  Orphanage,  and  again  and  again  expressed  his 
thankfulness,  seeing  in  the  boys  the  same  moral  improvement. 

“Both  the  House-mothers  and  House-fathers,  as  well  as  the  boys,  practise 
the  strictest  economy,  so  that  a  superfluous  5-para  expense  shall  not  be  made. 

“  Likewise,  we  are  grateful  to  the  trustees  of  the  orphanages,  who  fre¬ 
quently  visit  them,  and  encourage  us,  and  the  orphans,  and  who  spare  no  ne¬ 
cessary  efforts. 

“  We  are  glad  and  contented  when  we  see  the  Christian  feeling  ex- 
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hibited  by  the  boys  and  girls.  We  hope  that  you  also  will  be  glad  when  you 
see  that  the  money  sent  by  benevolent  persons  is  used  with  such  good  results. 

“Your  special  prayers  are  entreated. 

“  KREKORE.” 

“P.S. — Every  Sabbath  morning,  immediately  after  family  prayers,  I  pro¬ 
pose  to  the  orphans  that  they  should  go  to  the  place  of  worship,  pleasing  to 
them,  either  to  the  Protestant  chapel,  or  to  the  Gregorian  church.  The 
greater  number  go  to  the  church,  and  the  remainder  to  the  chapel,  but  in  the 
afternoon  all  the  orphans  take  their  Bibles  and  hymn-books,  and  go  to  the 
chapel.” 

EGrHIN. 

Forwarded  for  support  of  Orphans  (1st  half  year),  £250.  Acknowledged 
August  9tli,  1898.  For  support  of  Orphans,  £250  (2nd  half-year. 
+  £50  for  additional,  expenses).  Acknowledged  May  6th,  1899. 

The  accounts  which  have  come  to  us  of  our  Eghin  proteges 
have  been  most  interesting  and  encouraging.  Last  October  Miss 
Bush  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  Harpoot,  visited  the  city,  from  whence 
Miss  Bush  wrote : 

“  We  find  everything  in  good  order,  and  are  pleased  with  what  we  see. 
The  girls  seem  as  happy  as  the  day  is  long,  and  so  busy  in  study,  rug-weaving, 
house-work,  and  sewing.  They  are  real  little  workers  and  sing  as  they  work 
with  such  zest  and  spirit ;  they  send  special  messages  to  you  and  F.  J.  S.  and 
kiss  your  hands . Some  of  them  are  such  sweet  girls . 

“  This  autumn  we  sent  here  as  teacher  the  widow  of  one  of  our  pastors. 
He  was  killed  in  the  massacre  at  Chermook  and  she  is  a  very  interesting, 
earnest  woman  :  her  name  is  Shunoorhoon,  and  she  is  very  pretty  and  bright. 
The  girls  are  very  happy  with  her.” 

From  this  young  woman  a  very  interesting  and  touching  letter 
is  to  hand  describing  her  struggle  in  giving  up  her  little  boy  to  the 
temporary  care  of  her  mother-in-law.  In  her  broken  English  she 
tells  how — 

“In  September  Miss  Bush  and  Mr.  Brown  came  from  Agin  to  our  village 
Shapik,  and  they  wished  that  I  go  and  I  be  teacher  to  Agin’s  orphans.  It 
was  very  hard  for  me  for  a  cause.  I  have  a  mother-in-law  and  a  child  in 
four  years-old.  If  the  little  boy  I  carry  with  me,  my  mother-in-law  will  cry 
very  much  and  will  remain  uncomfort,  and  to  me,  too,  it  appeared  so  hard 
that  it  was  impossible  to  go  without  child,  but  the  love  of  Christ  constrained 
me  and  I  said,  ‘Who  shall  separate  me  from  the  love  of  Christ?’  and  I 
remembered  also  Luke  xviii.  29,  30. 

“Now,  I  labor  in  the  school,  my  great  purpose  and  desire  is  to  teach  these 
orphans  upon  Jesus  and  to  lead  to  Jesus,  that  while  are  little  they  offered 
their  hearts  to  Jesus  Christ. 

“Indeed  you  know  that  there  are  fivty-eight  orphans  girls.  The  highest 
class  girls  are  five,  these  girls  love  very  much  to  learn  English  and  they  began 
to  teach.  All  girls  are  busy  and  dear. 

“The  orphans  father,  his  wife  and  mother  care  very  much  the  girls,  they 
labor  with  their  all  might  day  and  night.  They  are  Christian,  I  love  them 
very  much. 
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“  The  girls  work  carpets  very  prettj'.  I  need  very  much  your  prayers. 
I  salute  you  and  Mr.  Harris  with  love.  The  orphans  father,  his  wife  and 
mother  and  orphans  salute  you. 

“  Your  girl, 

“SHNORHOOM  DER  VICOHSIAN.” 

In  reply  to  a  request  from  Dr.  Barnum  to  tlie  House-father  for 
some  description  of  the  children  and  report  of  their  doings,  he 
writes,  January  25th  : 

. “  The  information  about  each  boy  and  girl  must  necessarily  be 

very  much  the  same,  therefore  I  did  not  think  it  important  to  write  about 
each  one  separately,  but  to  give  information  about  each  sex  as  a  class,  and  if 
there  are  items  of  note,  I  will  also  mention  them. 

“  1st.  They  love  to  work.  When  it  is  proposed  that  one  or  two  boys  or 
girls  should  do  such  and  such  work,  several  others  also  beg  to  have  a  share  in 
it.  The  boys  sweep  their  rooms,  clean  the  lamps,  prepare  their  food,  and  the 
table  for  meals.  The  older  boys  after  studying  their  lessons  work  cheerfully 
at  their  trades  till  late  in  the  evening. 

“The  little  girls  who  prepare  the  woollen  yarn  and  wind  it  into  skeins, 
often  take  other  work  into  their  possession,  so  that  another  girl  may  not  get 
it,  and  when  the  first  work  is  finished  they  begin  on  the  second. 

“  One  band  of  the  large  girls  works  in  the  morning  till  the  opening  of 
school,  and  when  dismissed  in  the  afternoon  another  band  is  busy  till  the 
evening. 

“  They  are  occupied  in  washing,  in  house-work,  in  preparing  wheat  and 
meat  for  winter,  in  caring  for  honey,  and  in  other  work,  and  they  vie  with 
each  other  in  working  well  and  earnestly. 

“  2nd.  They  are  obedient.  Till  this  time,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  cases,  we  have  not  been  obliged  to  punish  to  enforce  obedience. 

“  3rd.  These  orphans  are  different  from  any  outside  boys  in  not  speaking 
falsely  and  in  not  swearing.  Sometimes  they  go  to  the  houses  of  their  Gre¬ 
gorian  relatives  on  Sunday,  and  their  friends  try  to  induce  them  to  play 
games  as  do  the  other  children,  but  our  boys  and  girls  refuse,  saying — 1  It  is 
the  Sabbath,’  though  they  know  they  will  be  ridiculed  and  mocked  for  saying 
so.  Two  boys  were  playing  in  a  room,  and  one  pushed  the  other  so  that  he 
fell  against  the  window  and  broke  it.  The  two  boys  came  separately  to  me 
and  each  one  confessed  that  he  was  the  cause  of  the  glass  being  broken,  and 
explaining  the  circumstance,  begged  forgiveness. 

“4th.  To  the  older  ones  are  committed  one,  two,  or  three  little  ones, 
and  they  are  responsible  for  the  care  of  their  clothes,  etc.,  they  must  see  that 
they  are  neat  and  mended,  and  that  the  hair  of  the  little  girls  is  carefully 
braided. 

************* 

“6th.  They  love  to  learn  hymns,  and  to  sing  them.  The  little  girls  are 
passionately  fond  of  singing.  When  they  think  it  a  suitable  time  they  come 
in  groups  and  say — ‘Now  we  will  sing  hymns.’ 

“  7th.  They  learn  verses  from  the  Bible.  A  boy  nine  years  old  one  day 
repeated  one  hundred  and  twenty  verses,  till  I,  fearing  he  would  injure  his 
mind,  told  him  he  must  learn  less . 

“  8th.  On  New  Year’s  Day  the  boys  resolved  (a)  Not  to  speak  falsely  ; 
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(B)  Not  to  take  what  did  not  belong1  to  them,  and  to  return  to  the  owner  any 
article  found  ;  (c)  Not  to  swear  ;  (d)  Not  to  curse  ;  (e)  Not  to  trouble  their 
companions  nor  to  be  angry  with  them,  but  to  be  loving  with  them. 

“  During  the  Week  of  Prayer,  we  asked  that  Christians  might  consecrate 
their  all  to  Christ,  and  I  brought  forward  the  thought  that  all  the  wheat  that 
had  been  distributed  to  the  poor  in  this  city — all  the  work  that  had  been  given 
to  widows — the  shelter  that  has  been  given  in  this  orphanage — all  is  the  fruit 
of  Christians  consecrating  their  money  to  the  Lord’s  work  ;  then  said — ‘Let 

us  keep  silence  a  little . and  pray  in  our  hearts  for  our  benefactors.’  I  did 

not  expect  any  one  to  pray  aloud,  but  after  some  silence  a  little  girl,  five  or 
six  years  old,  prayed  in  a  low  soft  voice — ‘  Lord,  bless  those  who  send  money 
for  us  and  give  them  success.’ 

“  Receive  our  deep  respect. 

“S.  GARABED  KAURKJAN.” 

If  this  letter  sounds  rather  couleur  de  rose  to  some  of  our  readers, 
they  must  remember  that  these  orphans  are  carefully  selected,  and 
in  many  cases  the  children  of  the  very  best  and  highest  in  every 
sense  of  the  late  Armenian  population  of  Eghin — in  itself  an  ex¬ 
ceptionally  refined  and  cultivated  city,  that  they  have  gone  through 
a  “Baptism  of  Fire,”  which  has  almost  necessarily  taken  the 
carelessness  of  childhood  from  them,  and  that  they  are  also  under 
the  care  of  very  exceptionally  gifted  caretakers. 

BITLIS. 

Forwarded  for  the  support  of  Orphans,  £250.  Acknowledged  by  Mr.  Peet, 

March  4th,  1899. 

From  Bitlis  we  have  detailed  accounts  of  the  history  and  pro¬ 
gress  of  our  orphan  boys,  which  we  can  supply  to  those  who 
have  the  care  of  selected  individuals.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  returned 
in  the  autumn  from  their  rest  in  America,  and  we  were  privileged 
to  receive  a  visit  from  them  in  Cambridge  on  their  way  back,  and 
since  their  return  we  have  heard  privately  at  length  concerning 
the  journey,  with  the  information  of  the  orphans.  Here  is  an 
extract  from  a  letter  of  a  slightly  earlier  date  (Feb.  9th,  1899) : 

“Our  work  for  orphans  in  Mousch  vicinity  and  at  Bitlis  especially 
encourages  us.  We  are  pleased  to  see  signs  of  general  progress,  as  well  as 
growth  and  health  in  them  all  during  my  absence  of  ten  months,  which  speaks 
well  for  the  faithful  indefatigable  attentions  of  Miss  C.  E.  Ely,  who  took  my 
place  as  .superintendent  during  my  rest.  The  dear  children  pleased  us  in  a 
recent  examination  of  reading,  recitations,  etc.,  as  well  as  in  their  choice 
singing,  and  in  the  specially  prepared  pieces  used  in  the  enthusiastic 
reception  given  us  a  month  since.” 

In  Miss  Ely’s  report  of  last  November  she  gives  a  touching 
incident  which  cannot  fail  to  interest  our  readers  : 

“  Not  long  ago  one  afternoon  as  the  early  twilight  was  falling,  on 
answering  a  knock  at  the  door,  I  found  a  little  boy,  perhaps  nine  years  old. 
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The  waning  light  was  insufficient  for  me  at  once  to  distinguish  his  features, 
sp  I  asked—  ‘  Where  do  you  come  from— whose  boy  are  yon?1  After  a  slight 
hesitation — a  silence  long  enough  to  make  his  reply  very  impressive — came 
the  answer,  sweetly  given,  ‘  Tours 1 !  Yes  !  lacking  his  natural  protectors,  he 
has  found  a  home  with  us,  where,  sheltered  from  the  chilly  clouds  of  want 
and  sorrow,  he  with  his  mates  are  being  taught  the  good  and  the  useful,  pre¬ 
paring  them  as  we  trust  for  lives  which  shall  greatly  benefit  their  Race.  In 
closing  permit  me  to  pass  on  the  simple  word  of  my  little  protege.  Yours  ! 
— yes,  yours,  kind  friends,  who  supply  the  means  by  which  these  children  may 
not  only  be  provided  with  daily  food  and  kept  from  evil  surroundings,  but 
fitted  for  stations  of  trust  and  usefulness.  Rest  assured  that  the  bread  cast 
upon  the  waters,  will,  with  the  Divine  blessing,  in  due  time  be  abundantly 
gathered.” 

HADJIN. 

Towards  debt  on  Orphans’  Homes,  £200,  and  towards  support  of  50  Orphans 
£150.  Acknowledged  by  Mr.  Martin,  February  11th,  1899. 

Early  in  the  year  we  received  from  the  Bible  House,  Con¬ 
stantinople,  a  most  urgent  appeal  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  the 
missionaries  at  Hadjin,  who  were  unable  to  meet  the  demands 
upon  them  in  connection  with  the  orphans  under  their  care,  and 
were  face  to  face  with  the  grievous  necessity  of  being  obliged  to 
send  many  of  them  back  into  the  streets  if  help  did  not  come 
speedily. 

These  Hadjin  orphans  are  not  strictly  “massacre  orphans” — 
that  is,  neither  of  their  parents  was  actually  slain  by  the  Turks  or 
Kourds,  as  there  was  no  massacre  at  this  city,  but  as  Hadjin  was 
well  looted,  the  misery  and  poverty  was  as  great  as  if  there  had 
been  actual  bloodshed.  The  condition  of  things  is  described  by 
one  of  the  missionaries  there,  Mr.  Martin,  in  the  following  words  : 

“Whilst  it  is  true  that  Hadjin  escaped  the  terrors  of  a  general  massacre 
when,  a  year  and  a  half  ago  the  whole  land  was  overrun  with  murder  and 
rapine,  yet  with  regard  to  movable  property,  cattle  and  pack  animals,  it  and 
the  surrounding  villages,  it  may  be  said,  lost  nearly  all  that  was  worth 
carrying  off.  The  immediate  consequence  of  this  was  that  many  who  had 
been  aiding  and  supporting  others  were  no  longer  able  to  do  so .  The^  had 
not  enough  for  their  own  needs.  Orphan  children  who  had  been  adopted  because 
of  some  blood  relationship,  or  with  a  view  to  make  them  serviceable,  had 
to  be  abandoned  and  left  to  shift  for  themselves  as  best  they  could.  In  some 
instances,  especially  in  villages,  these  children  finding  the  doors  of  Christian 
homes  barred  against  them,  sought  refuge  in  Moslem  families  where  they 
rapidly  adopt  the  life  and  religion  of  their  new  owners.  Two  of  the  boys  in 
our  orphanages  were  reclaimed  from  such  surroundings,  are  now  happy  and 
comfortable  in  their  own  home  and  are  being  trained  to  lead  moral,  useful 
lives.  Still  further,  during  the  recent  disturbances,  and  either  directly  or 
indirectly  from  that  cause,  a  number  of  children  were  left  fatherless.  Murders 
were  frequent  and  many  died  of  want  and  sickness  induced  by  lack  of  proper 
food  and  clothing. 
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“  A  careful  investigation  made  a  few  months  ago  showed  that  there  are 
at  least  six  hundred  orphans  in  Hadjin ,  and  when  those  in  the  neighbouring 
villages  and  towns  are  added,  the  number  cannot  be  far  short  of  one  thousand. 

“  This  year  we  took  in  twenty-seven  boys  from  seven  villages  and  twelve 
boys  from  Hadjin.  We  had  no  room  nor  funds  for  more  (besides  these  there 
are  twenty-five  girls  in  Mrs.  Coffing’s  care).  Our  funds  indeed  were  quite 
exhausted  four  months  ago,  and  we  have  been  going  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt 
ever  since.  We  do  not  believe  the  Lord  desires  us  to  give  up  these  boys  and 
to  send  them  back  to  darkness  and  degradation  or  to  become  the  inmates  of 
Moslem  families.  We  have  not  yet  given  up  the  hope  that  it  will  be  put  into 
the  hearts  of  some  friends  to  come  to  our  assistance  and  have  a  share  in  this 
very  hopeful  work. 

“Our  boys  are  wonderfully  bright  and  promising  lads.  They  have 
undergone  a  striking  change  in  manner  and  appearance  since  coming  into  the 
home.  Their  ages  range  from  seven  to  thirteen.  All  of  them  attend  school 
and  are  making  good  progress,  although  most  of  them  had  never  been  to  school 
until  they  came  under  our  charge.  We  hope  to  be  able  before  long  to  make 
such  arrangements  that  everyone  will  give  some  time  to  learning  a  trade. 
At  present  eight  of  the  boys  are  so  engaged.  Two  of  these  have  already 
mastered  a  trade,  and  each  of  them  is  now  doing  work  in  our  industrial  de¬ 
partment  for  which  we  had  been  paying  eight  Turkish  dollars  (6  dols.  75c.) 
per  month.  The  new  industries  here,  under  our  own  control,  lead  us  to  hope 
that  our  orphanages  can  be  made  self-supporting  at  no  distant  date.  All  we 
want  is  a  little  help  to  start  with,  and  the  need  for  outside  aid  will  be 
gradually  and  systematically  diminished.” 

In  response  to  tin’s  appeal  we  sent  £350 — £200  towards  tlie 
debt  of  £400  incurred  by  tbe  missionary  station  for  orphan  sup¬ 
port,  and  £150  for  a  year’s  support  of  fifty  children  at  the  rate  as 
before  stated  of  only  £3  per  child  per  annum.  The  following  ex¬ 
tract  from  Mr.  Martin’s  letter  of  thanks  for  this  help  will  shew 
how  timely  it  was  felt  to  be : 

“  Hadjin,  via ;  Mersina ,  Turkey, 

“  February  1 1th,  1899. 

“  Dear  Professor  Harris, 

“  By  last  week’s  post  I  received  from  Mr.  Heizer,  our 
Treasurer  for  Constantinople,  a  letter  announcing  the  receipt  of  £350,  for¬ 
warded  by  you  for  the  Armenian  Orphanages  in  Hadjin.  This  generous  sum 
came  in  a  time  of  extreme  need,  and  we  regard  its  being  sent  just  then  as  a 
direct  answer  to  prayer.  It  relieved  our  minds  of  a  great  bui*den  and  gave  us 
fresh  courage  and  hope  with  regard  to  the  permanence  and  ultimate  success 
of  our  orphanages.  We  are  profoundly  thankful  to  the  friends  who  brought 
us  such  timely  relief. 

“  The  conditions  which  Mr.  Heizer  mentions  in  his  letter  we  gladly  accept 
— viz.,  that  £200  be  used  towards  the  debt  on  the  Orphanages,  and  £150  for 
the  support  of  fifty  orphans.” 

We  have  now  closed  our  Report  of  Orphan  Work,  and  finish 
with  a  “Message”  which  has  come  from  Mardin  from  “a  few  of 
the  wards  of  Christendom  ”  to  their  many  friends  : 

“ !  Where  do  you  suppose  the  money  comes  from  that  is  spent  for  you  ?  ’  I 
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asked  the  little  girls  in  the  Mardin  Orphanage  a  few  days  ago.  ‘  From  above,’ 
said  little  ‘  Peace.’  ‘  From  Beirut,’  said  ‘  Lady,’  it  being  the  farthest-away 
place  she  could  think  of.  ‘From  all  over  the  world,’  I  told  them;  ‘from 
America,  Canada,  England,  France,  Germany,  and  Switzerland,  from  every 
country  where  there  are  people  with  loving  hearts  and  wide  sympathies.’ 
This  seemed  to  impress  them  greatly,  and  they  looked  quite  sober,  all  but  the 
very  little  ones  who  have  no  idea  of  the  size  of  the  world  or  of  the  value  of 
money. 

“  ‘And  these  kind-hearted  people,’  I  continued,  ‘  are  not  satisfied  just  to 
send  the  money,  but  they  take  a  personal  interest  in  you  and  like  to  hear  from 
you.  What  shall  I  say  to  them  when  I  write  to  them  in  a  few  days  ?  ’  ‘  Our 

peace  upon  them.’  ‘  May  the  Lord  increase  their  abundance.’  ‘  The  Lord 
give  them  the  kingdom.’  1  The  Lord  order  their  households.’  ‘  The  Lord 
lengthen  their  age,’  they  all  shouted  in  concert.  These  may  seem  rather 
grown-up  expressions  for  children  to  use,  but  they  are  familiar  formulas  of 
gratitude  here  in  Turkey.” 

Thus  we  see  that  if  the  fanaticism  of  Turkey  provides  orphans 
for  Western  Christians  to  care  for,  the  faith  of  Turkey  has  given 
some  of  the  loveliest  expressions  of  gratitude  possible  ! 

SCHOOLS.— OUEFA. 

Money  forwarded,  £100.  Acknowledged  by  W.  W.  Peet,  May  5th,  1899. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ourfa  Armenian 
School  Committee  is  so  interesting  that  we  give  it  entire,  and  our 
readers  will  be  glad  to  know  that  through  the  generosity  of  one  of 
our  friends  the  help  they  ask,  as  they  hope  for  the  last  time,  has 
been  sent  them. 

1899.  Feb.  28.  Ourfa. 

“  Prof.  J.  Rendel  Harris. 

“  Dear  Sir, 

“  It  is  three  years  that  our  schools  are  continuing  in  the  corrected 
condition  by  care  of  the  American  Mission  here  and  your  help  with  money. 

“It  is  not  only  we  alone  that  are  grateful,  and  not  only  our  hearts  that  are 
thankful,  for  your  kindness,  but  the  whole  Armenian  people  in  Ourfa  are 
thankful  and  hundreds  of  pupils  are  grateful  to  you,  and  they  are  very  happy 
for  their  learning  so  easily. 

“We  hope  that  this  great  diligence  and  your  help  will  not  be  in  vain, 
when  these  thousands  of  pupils  advance  morally  and  spiritually  then  you  will 
be  rewarded,  because  your  sowing  of  hundreds  will  be  gathered  with  thou¬ 
sands  and  will  be  re-sown  with  ten-thousands.  We  are  very  happy  that  during 
these  three  years  of  united  work  everything  has  passed  in  complete  harmony, 
and  we  ask  your  prayers  for  the  future  that  this  spirit  of  love  and  harmony 
may  continue. 

“Now  we  have  twenty-one  schools  here,  two  of  them  are  Boys’  and  Girls’ 
High  Schools,  four  of  them  are  Second  Grade  Schools  and  the  remainder  are 
the  Primary  Schools.  Boys’  High  School  has  three  teachers:  the  first  one  is 
the  teacher  of  the  English  language  and  scientific  lessons  ;  the  second  one  is 
the  teacher  of  the  Armenian  language;  and  the  third  one  is  the  teacher  of  the 
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Turkish  language.  The  Girls’  High  School  has  two  teachers :  they  know  Arme¬ 
nian,  and  Turkish  and  English  languages,  so  the  lessons  are  equally  divided 
among  them.  Next  year  we  will  have  a  new  teacher  from  Constantinople; 
she  was  here  three  years  ago  and  was  loved  very  much.  She  went  to  study  in 
the  American  College  at  Constantinople  and  graduating  this  year  has  promised 
to  come  back  ;  her  salary  is  not  very  high,  but  yet  it  is  more  than  our  present 
teacher’s  salary,  and  we  have  promised  to  pay  her  travelling  expense.  The 
Boys  Second  Grade  Schools  have  more  than  one  teacher  :  one  of  them  has 
three  teachers  and  the  other  has  two.  The  Girls’  Schools  of  same  grade 
have  one  teacher  each;  so  we  have  twenty-seven  teachers  and  1,700  pupils 
this  year.  The  number  of  the  boys  is  a  little  more  than  the  girls.  This  year  we 
will  not  have  graduating  classes  of  the  Boys’  and  Girls’  High  Schools  because 
we  thought  to  make  the  course  of  study  of  the  High  Schools  one  year  higher. 

“Our  school  expenses  for  salaries  and  coal  are  about  £300Stg.  a  year. 
Besides  your  help,  the  remainder  we  gather  from  the  pupils  and  occasionally 
small  contributions  from  the  native  people.  The  first  year  our  native  receipts 
were  small ;  second  year  they  were  a  little  more  ;  and  this  year,  because  the 
food  is  so  high  that  the  widowed  mothers  and  poor  fathers  have  much  diffi¬ 
culty  to  pay,  we  feared  the  sum  would  be  small  as  first  year,  but  now  we  see 
they  will  be  more  than  last  year.  Besides  these,  the  native  people  have  some 
other  payments  :  they  pay  for  school  books,  expenses  of  the  straw  mattings, 
glass  for  windows,  repairs  and  additional  rooms,  and  every  year  rents  of  some 
school-rooms  ;  there  is  another  great  expense  this  year — it  is  the  water  bringing, 
because  last  year  we  had  not  our  aqueduct  water,  so  we  have  to  bring  it  on 
animals  with  money.  These  extra  expenses  amount  to  about  £120Stg.  a  year. 

“We  do  not  know  what  we  shall  do  for  next  year,  only  we  know  some¬ 
thing  that  our  Lord  Jesus  says  in  Matt.  vii.  31 :  ‘  Take  therefore  no  thought  for 
the  morrow.’  We  trust  on  our  Lord’s  words  ;  we  believe  that  somebody  will 
help  us  and  we  hope  you  will  not  leave  us.  If  you  could  help  us  just  as  last 
year,  we  think  we  can  keep  our  united  schools  in  this  corrected  condition. 

“  Many  salutations  from  all  of  us  to  yourself  and  to  Mrs.  Harris. 

“  Respectfully  yours, 

“S.  H.  KNADJIAN, 

“(Sec.  of  O  inf  a  Armenian  School  Committee.)" 

TOKAT. 

Money  forwarded,  £20.  Acknowledged  by  W.  W.  Peet,  January  23rd. 

We  had  not  expected  to  send  help  to  the  school  at  Tokat  again, 
but  our  friends  at  Sivas  who  have  it  under  care  pleaded  for  yet  one 
more  year’s  salary  for  the  “Christian  young  man  teacher”  (of 
course,  an  Armenian),  and  it  seemed  only  right  to  respond  in  the 
affirmative. 

HAEPOOT. 

Money  forwarded,  £10.  Acknowledged  by  W.  W.  Peet,  March  8th. 

This  money  was  sent  to  help  a  girl’s  school  in  a  village  near 
Harpoot. 

Our  friends  may  remember  that  we  sent  last  year  £75  for  the 
Protestant  Native  School  in  South  Harpoot.  Concerning  this  we 
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had  the  following  enquiry  last  July  from  Dr.  Barnum  of  the 
American  Mission : 

“  Harpoot,  Turkey.  July  20,  1898. 

“  Dear  Mrs.  Harris, 

“  You  sent  for  the  schools  the  other  side  of  the  city,  last  fall, 
£t.82.13.  This  gave  the  brethren  great  encouragement.  According  to  our 
advice  they  used  part  of  the  money  for  furnishings,  and  for  the  employment 
of  more  teachers.  They  have  used  in  all  £t.ll.  The  rest  is  in  my  hands. 
They  think  it  would  be  well  to  invest  this  money  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring 
a  regular  income  and  not  use  up  the  principal.  There  is  a  shop  in  Mezere  for 
sale  at  £100  which  brings  a  rent  of  £10  a  year.  They  say  if  I  will  give  them 
the  £71.13  of  your  money  which  remains  they  will  add  to  it  enough  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  property,  and  secure  an  annual  revenue  for  the  schools.  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  use  the  money  in  this  way  without  your  consent.” 

We  gave  the  permission  and  so  we  may  now  consider  this 
school  to  be  fairly  started  on  a  self-supporting  basis. 


REPORT  ON  BOOKS. 

In  our  last  report  we  made  an  appeal  for  funds  to  send  out 
theological  books  to  those  Protestant  pastors  around  Harpoot  who 
had  had  their  little  libraries  destroyed  by  the  Turks.  We  did  not 
receive  as  much  as  we  had  hoped  for  in  response,  but  with  the  kind 
help  of  one  friend  and  using  a  little  private  fund  as  well,  we  sent 
out  a  boxful  of  books  to  Dr.  Gates  as  the  nucleus  of  a  theological 
lending  library  for  the  city  of  Harpoot  and  villages  round.  On  re¬ 
ceiving  the  list  of  books  forwarded  Dr.  Gates  writes  : 

“  Harpoot ,  Turkey ,  Dec.  20th,  1898. 

“  Mrs.  Helen  B.  Harris. 

“  Dear  Friend, 

“  The  last  mail  brought  me  a  letter  from  Mr.  Heizer, 
of  the  Bible  House,  Constantinople,  enclosing  your  list  of  books  sent  on,  and 
I  have  been  so  happy  over  them  ever  siuce  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  sending 
you  aline,  even  though  work  is  crowding  hard,  to  express  my  thanks.  It  is 
such  a  splendid  selection  of  books,  and  we  do  so  much  need  just  such  books  1 
I  am  going  to  put  them  right  into  our  College  Library,  because  we  have  now 
made  an  arrangement  whereby  the  preachers  and  teachers  draw  books  from 
this  library. 

“  Mr.  Huntington  has  re-arranged  and  classified  all  the  books,  and  we 
put  into  it  the  books  which  used  to  belong  to  the  Theological  Library,  so  that 
we  have  now  quite  a  good  beginning  of  a  library,  and  the  preachers  are 
resorting  to  it  freely.  But  we  had  great  need  of  just  such  books  as  you  have 
sent.  I  am  hoping  that  we  can  sometime  appoint  a  librarian  whose  special 
duty  it  will  be  to  guide  students  and  all  who  draw  books  to  the  best  books. 
Now  one  of  our  teachers  keeps  the  records  and  looks  after  the  books.” 
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Account  of  Money  sent  during  the  Winter  of 

1898-9  for  Food. 


Foe  Van  : 
£200  ... 
£50 

£100  ... 
£150  ... 


Acknowledged  and  forwarded  by 
Mr.  W.  W.  Peet,  Constantinople. 

...  January  9th,  1899. 

...  February  11th,  1899. 
...  February  24th,  1899. 
...  March  4th,  1899. 


Foe  Maedin 
£100  ... 

£  100  ... 


November  8th,  1898. 
February  24th,  1899. 


Acknowledged  and  forwarded  by 
Mr.  W.  W.  Peet,  Constantinople. 

Foe  Zeitoon  : 

£300  .  March  11th,  1899. 

Foe  Bitlis  : 

£100 .  February  24th,  1899. 

£100 .  April  1st,  1899. 

£100  ...  sent  May  11th,  1899. 

=  £1300 


Money  sent  for  Seed-Corn,  etc. 


Foe  Sivas : 

£80  ...  ....  January  23rd,  1899. 

£50  (Med.  Rel.)  January  23rd,  1899. 

Foe  Van  : 

£200  .  April  12th,  1899. 


Foe  Bitlis  : 

£75 .  May  5th,  1899. 

£50 .  May  8th,  1899. 

=  £455 


Money  sent  for  Orphans  and  Schools. 


Foe  Bitlis  : 

£250  .  March  4th,  1899. 


Foe  Hadjin  : 

£350  .  February  11th,  1899. 


Foe  Ouepa  . 

£250  ...  ...  August  31st,  1898. 

£100  (Schools)  May  5th,  1899. 


Foe  Malatia  : 

£250  . 

£50 . 

£250  . 


August  9th,  1898. 
November  30th,  1898. 
March  4th,  1899. 


Foe  Eghin  : 

£250  .  August  9th,  1898. 

£300  .  May  6th,  1899. 


Foe  Tokat  : 

£20  (School)  January  23rd,  1899. 
Foe  Haepoot  : 

£10  (School)  March  8th,  1899. 

Foe  Stamboul  : 

£10  (per  J.  H.  Fox). 

Foe  Angoea  : 

£5  (per  W.  A.  Essery). 

=  £2090 
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Subscriptions  for  Maintenance  of  Orphans. 


[The  following  sums  of  money  have  been  received  by  us  since 
our  last  Beport.  As  before,  no  expenses  of  travel,  postage, 
or  printing  are  charged  on  these  accounts.] 


Omitted  from  previous  Report : 


Boorne,  Mrs.  E.  E . 

Sturge  (Walter  and  Margaret) 


&  s.  d. 
2  10  0 
5  0  0 


Alexander,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  ... 


No.  of 
Orphans. 

1  5  0  0 


Rutter) 


Backhouse,  Mrs.  Alfred  . 

Ball,  Mrs.  F.  . 

Bangor  and  N.  Wales  Branch  of  “  Friends  of  Armenia” 
for  Orphans  at  Malatia 

Barclay,  Miss  Clemence  P.  . 

Barclay,  Mrs.  J.  G.  . 

Barcroft,  Mrs.  .  . 

Bath,  Women’s  Adult  School  (per  Mrs.  E.  B. 

1  ^  years  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bazett,  Mrs .  . 

Begg,  John  H. 

Bellows,  Mrs.  John  . 

Bishop,  William  . 

Boorne,  Mrs.  E.  E.  . 

Booth,  Alfred 

Bristol  Friends,  per  John  Gayner,  as  under: 

C.  M.  Sturge  and  Nieces  .  5 

Mary  and  Amy  Grace  ...  ...  5 

Priscilla  A.  Fry  .  ...  2 

Sarah  A.  Naish  .  5 

J.  Gayner  and  Daughters  ...  ...  5 

Bristol,  Children  at  Royal  Fort  Home  (per  Mrs.  Harries) 
B .  R .  I'1 .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Broadhead,  W.  H . 

Broadhead,  Miss  H.  . 

Brown,  Mrs.  E .  .  . 


1 

1 

20 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

10 


1 

1 

1 

1 


5  0  0 
5  0  0 

100  0  0 
5  0  0 
10  0  0 
5  0  0 

7  10  0 
5  0  0 
10  0  0 
5  0  0 
10  0  0 
5  0  0 
50  0  0 


22  10  0 


5  0  0 
5  0  0 

4  0  0 

5  0  0 


Cambridge  Y.W.C.A.  . 

Clark,  Mrs.  H.  P.  B.  ...  . 

Collins,  J.  H.,  £4;  A.  M.  Richardson,  £1 

Carried  forward  ... 


1 

1 

1 


3  15  0 
5  0  0 
5  0  0 


290 


5 


0 
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Brought  forward 
Croydon  Friends  (per  Miss  Horsnail,  as  under)  : 

5  0 


No.  of 
Orphans. 


G.  T.  Crosfield 
Lucy  Candler  ... 
Miss  Denshaw,  by  M 
Amy  E.  Crowley 
Marian  Wise 
Miss  Pascall 


Crowley 


5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


01 

0| 

°l 

0  f 
0 
0 


6 


£ 

290 


30 


Dawson,  Miss  C. 
Doncaster,  Arthur  ... 
Drummond,  Miss 
Dundas,  Sister  Christian 


1 

1 

1 

1 


5 

6 
5 
5 


Ellis,  Mrs.  Gr.  H.  ... 
Evans,  Charles 
Evans,  Mrs.  W.  R.  .. 


1  5 

1  5 

1  5 


Foster,  Mrs.  Charles  . 

Fox,  Mrs.  Charles,  and  Prideaux,  Miss 


1  5 

1  5 


Glover,  Prof,  and  Mrs. 

Grace,  Mrs.  E.  C . 

Green,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  ... 


1  5 

1  5 

1  5 


Hadley  Wood  Ladies  (per  Mrs.  Littlewood) . 

Harrison,  Mrs.  J .  . 

Harrison,  Miss 

Harvey,  Wm.  .  . 

Harvey,  Mrs.  Wm.  and  Family . 

Hertford  and  Hitchin  Friends,  (per  Mrs.  Theodore 
Ransom)  : 


Bowden,  Lily  (Liverpool) 

•  •  • 

0 

10 

61 

Gat  ward,  Mrs.  John  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

0 

Hill,  Mrs.  Wm. 

... 

0 

5 

0 

Hudson,  G.  B.,  M.P.  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

0 

Lucas,  Mrs.  E.  S. 

... 

0 

10 

0 

Ransom,  Miss  Jane 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

0  V 

Ransom,  Miss  Priscilla 

•  •  • 

0 

6 

0 

Ransom,  Mrs.  Theodore 

Robinson,  Celia  . 

... 

1 

1 

0 

•  •  i 

0 

10 

0 

Sewell,  Mary 

•  •  « 

0 

10 

0 

Thompson,  Miss  M. 

•  •  • 

0 

10 

0 

Whiting,  Joshua  . 

•  •  • 

0 

10 

0 

hes,  Miss  Mary  (for  self  and  the 

late 

A. 

M.  Fox) 

Hodgkin,  The  Misses 
Hill,  Miss  E.  M.  .. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 

1 

1 


5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


7 


5 

6 
5 


Maynard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  .. 
Minchin,  Mrs. 

Mitchell,  Miss  C.  A. 


2  10 

2  10 

1  5 


Newcastle  Women’s  A.R.F.  (per  Mrs.  H.  Gurney)  ...  2  10 

Nottingham  Hospital  Nurses,  in  Memory  of  Frances 

Maud  Baker  (per  Miss  Parmitter)  ...  ...  1  5 


s.  d. 
5  0 


0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


14  6 


0  0 
0  0 
5  0 

0 

0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


Carried  forward  ... 


•  •  • 


468  4  6 
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Brought  forward 

•  • 

No.  of 
Orphans. 

•  •  • 

£ 

468 

s. 

4 

d. 

6 

Ord,  Miss  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  # 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Pascall,  James,  and  Family 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Pease,  Mrs.  J.  W . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

10 

0 

0 

Pease,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ormiston  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Phillips,  Miss 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Richardson,  Miss  Kathleen 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

10 

0 

0 

Saffron  Walden  B.W.T.A.  (per  Miss  Robson) 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Savile,  Miss  (per  Mrs.  M.  S.  Harries, 

Bristol  A.R.F.)  1 

5 

0 

0 

Skeat,  Mrs.  ... 

Stepps  Y.W.C.A.  (per  Miss  Waddell) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

•  •  *  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Street  Women’s  Armenian  Committee  (per  Mrs. 
P.  B.  Clark)  . 

H. 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Sturge,  Mrs.  R. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Sturge,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Thompson,  W.  P . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Wallis,  Miss  H.  E . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Walker,  Mrs.  E.  A.  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Watson,  C.  P. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Warrack,  Miss  Grace  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Wain wright,  Mrs.  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

York  Friends  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

10 

0 

0 

York  Friends  (Adult  School) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

5 

0 

0 

}5  it  it  ti 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

0 

£589  6  6 
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Donations  for 

Orphan 

General 

Homes, 

Relief. 

Schools, 

£ 

and 

s.  d. 

Albright,  W.  A. 

«  •  •  •  »  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  50 

0 

0 

5? 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  »  •  •  t  i 

.  50 

0 

0 

»  V 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  100 

0 

0 

J>  )> 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  50 

0 

0 

Allen,  Mary  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  *  •  •  • 

.  2 

0 

0 

Anonymous  (per  sale  of  watch-chain) . 

...  ...  5 

0 

6 

Anonymous  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  » 

...  ...  1 

0 

0 

Anonymons  (per  Mrs.  Skeat) 

•  •  •  •  •  V 

...  ...  0 

2 

0 

Backhouse,  Mrs.  Alfred 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  5 

0 

0 

Ball,  Mrs.  Francis  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  »  a 

...  ...  5 

0 

0 

Barrow,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Thomas  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  1 

0 

0 

Begg,  Thomas 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  5 

0 

0 

Begg,  Andrew 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

.  2 

0 

0 

Bristol  Armenian  Relief  Fund  (per  Mrs.  M.  G.  Harries)  ...  23  5  0 

„  Broad  Plain  Mission  (per  Mrs.  M.  G.  Harries)  ...  10  0 

Bromley  Missionary  Society  (per  Miss  B.  M.  Dennis)  ...  5  0  0 


Carkeet,  Mr.  and  Mrs . 

Croydon  Friends  (per  Miss  Horsnail,  smaller  subscriptions) 
Crossley,  William,  for  Schools  at  Ourfa . 

Drake,  Mrs  Tyrwhitt  . 

Duncan,  Alexander  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Faith  Mission  (per  J.  G.  Govan) . 


n 


>5 

v 


M 


55 

n 


Garrett,  Miss  (per  J.  G.  Govan) . 

Gow,  Leonard  (per  W.  Bishop) . .  . 

Grubb,  Edward  . . . 

Hadley  Wood,  Ladies  at  (per  Mrs.  Little  wood) 

Hertford  and  Hitchin  Friends,  as  under  (per  Mrs.  Theodore 
Ransom) 


Bryant,  Mrs.  A.  C.  (Surbiton) 
Class  A,  Hitchin  Adult  School 
Cables,  Miss  (Hitchin)  '  ... 

Chalkley,  Miss  (Hitchin) 
Helsden,  Mrs.  (Hertford) 
Manser,  Henry  (Hoddesdon) 
Ransom,  Alfred  (Hitchin) 
Ransom,  William  (Hitchin)  ... 
Rawlings,  Alice  (Hertford)  ... 
Sweet  Pea  Union,  Grove  House 
Warner,  Elizabeth  (Hoddesdon) 
Warner,  E.  Annie  (Hoddesdon) 
Warner,  Harriette  (the  late)  ... 


“  Inasmuch  ” . 

Interest  on  Deposit  Bank  Account  for  1898-9 


1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 


0 

4 

5 
1 
5 
0 
0 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 


0  10 
6  11 
100  0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1 

1 


15 

1 

1 


4 

0 


20  9 

1  10 
10  0 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


5  0  0 


12  18  0 

25  0  0 
101  7  0 

607  16  9 


Carried  forward  ... 
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Brought  forward 

Jacobson,  Miss 

J  a  I  *  •  I\I  •  *  ■  ■  aaa  •••  a  a  • 


£  s.  d. 
607  16  9 

1  18  6 
10  0 


Kasheel,  G.  Hvan  (65  gulden) 
Kerby,  Mrs . 


5  7  0 

1  0  0 


Mantle  (per  Mrs.  Gregory)  “Out  and  Out  Fund” 
(£75  for  Seed-Corn.  £25  for  Orphans.) 

>>  m  >»  »»  »> 


100  0  0 
100  0  0 


McCasb,  J. 

Millard  (per  E.  C.) 
Miller,  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Milligan,  L  L. 
Moulton,  Miss 


1  0  0 
6  6  0 
0  10  0 
1  4  0 
0  2  6 


Old  Shettlestone  Sunday  Schools  ... 


0  16  0 


Peckover,  Miss  S.,  for  Books 


3  0  0 


Richardson,  Mrs.  J.  ... 
Rowse,  Mr . 


2  0  0 
0  3  0 


Scarborough  Friends’  Meeting  (per  E.  S.  Rowntree) 


5  7  6 


F a  J  a  S .  a  a  .  aaa  a  a  a  aaa  a  a •  ...  aa. 

F.  J.  S.,  for  Special  Relief  . 

Stephen,  Miss  C.  E . 

Sturton,  Mrs . 

Thank  Offering,  given  to  Industrial  Relief,  Eghin  .. 

Yiner,  Miss  F.  A.  (for  Relief)  . 


1000  0  0 
200  0  0 

2  0  0 
10  0 

30  0  0 

5  0  0 


Williams,  G.  M.  and  T.  A.  ...  . 

Wilson  W 

f  T  IlOVJiJ  •  '  I  •  •••  •••  •  •  »  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Work  Fund  (per  H.  B.  Harris)  for  Harpoot  Village  School 


1  5  0 

1  0  0 
10  0  0 


York  Adult  School  (per  E.  M.  Rowntree) 

York  Friends  . 

)?  )}  •••  •••  •••  •  •  • 


0  2  0 
2  0  0 
1  0  0 


£2090  16  2 


Total  Eeceipts  . .  . .  . .  £2680  2  8 

Total  Expenditure  . .  . .  £3850  0  0 


* 


